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1. Vibrant capital markets.

2. Strong management/leadership skills.

3. High levels of entrepreneurship.

4. Strong ICT adoption, especially among business.

5. Embrace dynamic churn and change (e.g., creative destruction).

Business Environment
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Regulatory Environment

1. Transparency and the rule of law.

2. Protection of intellectual property (and other property rights).

3. Ease of starting a business.

4. Competitive and open trade regime, including openness to FDI.

5. Pro-competition anti-trust and regulatory policies.
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Innovation/Technology Policy Environment

1. Robust public and private sector funding for scientific research.

2. Incentives to invest in R&D, capital equipment, workforce training.

3. Strong STEM education system.

4. Active policies to spur digital transformation.

5. Effective policies and programs to support technology transfer/ 

commercialization from universities and research institutions to the 

private sector.

Technology transfer and commercialization is what tangibly 

makes the world a better place, improves standards of living, 

and grows national economies.
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Charting The U.S. Innovation Continuum

Source: MIT, Summary of Federal, State, University, and Private Programs for Supporting Emerging Technologies
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Source: NCATS, Transforming Translational Research, https://ncats.nih.gov/files/NCATS-factsheet.pdf.
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Today, the best university technology offices in the world recognize:

 Universities’ technology commercialization programs are a 

critical differentiator in attracting students and faculty talent.

 Incentives and leadership are vital to changing cultures.

 It’s about impact and outcomes; not about licensing income.
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 Arizona State University

 Brigham Young University

 California Institute of Technology

 Carnegie Mellon University

 University of Florida

 Georgia Institute of Technology

 Mass. Institute of Technology

 North Carolina University

 Purdue University

 Stanford University

 University of Utah
Source: Innovation U 2.0 Reinventing University Roles in a Knowledge Economy, http://ssti.org/report-archive/innovationu20.pdf
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* Of 31 nations assessed by ITIF (2013)

Source: ITIF, We’re #27: The United States Lags Far Behind in R&D Tax Incentive Generosity

Turkey 15th in R&D Tax Credit Generosity*

http://www2.itif.org/2012-were-27-b-index-tax.pdf?_ga=1.164116413.303802310.1458684800
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Source: Times Higher Education, World University Rankings, March 2016

Average Industry Income Per Academic Researcher

(by country, PPP US $000s) 
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Sources: ITIF, We’re #27: The United States Lags Far Behind in R&D Tax Incentive Generosity

ITIF, Creating a Collaborative R&D Tax Credit, 

ITIF, Patent Boxes: Innovation in Tax Policy and Tax Policy for Innovation

http://www.itif.org/files/2011-creating-r&d-credit.pdf
https://itif.org/publications/2011/10/04/patent-boxes-innovation-tax-policy-and-tax-policy-innovation
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 ITIF (United States)

 The Lisbon Council (Belgium)

 The Legatum Institute (UK)

 The Center for Social and Economic 

Research (Poland)

 C.D. Howe (Canada)

 The BRICS Policy Center (Brazil)

 The Shanghai Science and 

Technology Policy Institute

Fundación Idea (China)

 Fundacion Idea (Mexico)

 The Keio Institute (Japan)

Global Trade and Innovation Policy Alliance
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