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About ITIF

 The world’s leading science and technology policy think tank.

 Focuses on a host of issues at the intersection of technology 
innovation and public policy across several sectors:

– Innovation and competitiveness

– IT and data

– Telecommunications

– Trade and globalization

– Life sciences, agricultural biotech, and energy
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Report: Voluntary Agreements and Digital Piracy

Available in both Spanish and English at www.itif.org.
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Digital Piracy Ruins the Creativity of Legal Content

 THE GOAL

– Support the creation and consumption of legal content—e-books, music, 
movies, TV shows, and video games—including by reducing access to illegal 
content. 

 World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) on piracy and voluntary 
agreements:
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“What is clear [in regard to digital 
piracy], however, is that the impact of 
illegal downloading is significant and 
negative…By dint of technology, we 
already have a seamless global digital 
marketplace, but it is an illegal one.

“The project [on infringing websites] 
responds to increased interest among 
policymakers in methods of building 
respect for intellectual property which 
rely on voluntary cooperation, rather 
than on judicial or other compulsory 
measures.”



Voluntary Agreements: One Anti-Piracy Tools

 Digital piracy: no single solution and player. Involves many tools 
and stakeholders.

 Benefits of voluntary agreements:

– Case for stakeholders to demonstrate their shared commitment to a 
digital economy based on legal content—not illegal content. 

– Agreements are flexible and adaptable. 

Technology, business models, and nature of piracy changes. 

– Agreements can be quicker (as compared to legislation).
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Voluntary Agreements: The United States

 Domain Name Registries: E.g. MPA and Donuts

– “Trusted Notifier” program for new domains like .movie, 
.company, .theatre and hundreds of others.

– Ensures domains are legitimate and law-abiding 
contributors to digital economy. 

 Advertising 

– “Trustworthy Accountability Group” (in both US and EU).

– Cuts off fraudulent traffic, malware, and ads on piracy 
websites.
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Infringing Website Lists (IWLs): Cut Off Piracy Profits

 IWLs help reputable brands/advertising agencies 
avoid placing ads on piracy sites. No ads = no easy 
profits. 

– UK Police: Single piracy site can make $82,000/year.

 Using IWLs: The UK, Denmark, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Hong Kong, Vietnam, and Taiwan. 

 Getting global support: WIPO created central 
database IWLs. 
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Search Engines and De-Indexing Piracy Sites

 Piracy sites often feature 
among top search results.

 Australia and United Kingdom 
use voluntary agreements to 
remove or demote piracy sites 
in search results. 

8



Conclusion: Advice for Policymakers

 No silver bullet: Supporting legal market for creative content, 
and reducing illegal content, will require multiple tools and 
stakeholders: govt, industry, creators, IT services etc.

 Spain: On the right track, more steps to take. 

 Other countries: many examples to adopt and adapt to support 
legal content and fight digital piracy. 
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Thank You!

Nigel Cory | Email: ncory@itif.org | Twitter: @nigelcory

@ITIFdc 
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