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Data centers are heavily opposed in the USA
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To the point where people would choose to leave land undeveloped
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This is a uniquely American phenomenon at the moment

Source: Public First - AI Global - 2026
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And a new one - support has dropped dramatically since January, particularly among 

Democrats

Source: The POLITICO Poll by Public First, Jan 26 - July 26
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Beliefs are shifting too - more Americans see data centers as resource drains

Source: The POLITICO Poll by Public First, Jan 26 - July 26
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This resource concern is the top worry - up against functional and sovereignty benefits
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The most popular policies for building are around costs, but a pause is popular too
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When the public is forced to choose, the focus is all on resources and costs
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Particularly for those inclined to oppose a data center - resources matter the most
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And it shows in the sort of data centers they would choose to build - the critical factor is water usage, ahead of 

permanent jobs
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US Democrats are a big part of the reason for America standing out

Source: Public First - AI Global - 2026



P
U

B
L
IC

 F
IR

S
T

2
0
2
6

And increasingly are seen by their voters to own the “anti-data-center” narrative

Source: The POLITICO Poll by Public First, Jan 26 - July 26
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But crucially, this is not tracking straightforward “NIMBYism” alone - attitudes to AI are 

critical
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Those who believe AI is bad for society are considerably more opposed to data centers
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Though there are generally pessimists, the gap is far wider for data centers
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And this sentiment is growing year on year - data center support may fall apart just on 

AI attitudes

Source: Public First - AI Global - 2026


