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Data centers are heavily opposed in the USA

“Would you support or oppose the following being built in your community?”

B Strongly support @ Support B Neither support nor oppose Don't know Oppose @ Strongly oppose

New housing (e.g. apartments, single-family homes) _—_
Anew oad gy B
Anew solrfam B

A new warehouse for preparing deliveries -_—

Anew vind am L [
Anew an siton P [
Anew sopping el B [
Anews offco compex L [
Anew power plant or other electric infrastructure -_— _
Anew gt conter B .

NET

+43

+30

+25

+21

+21

+18

+16

+10

+2

-20
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To the point where people would choose to leave land undeveloped

“Imagine there was an area of land that was undeveloped and unused near where
you lived. If there was an option to have a data center built on this land, and there
were no other viable options for what to do with it, which of the following comes
closest to your view?”

Trust tech companies completely or somewhat

Trust them a little

B Prefer the data center to be built there Don't know B Prefer the land remained undeveloped and unused

MIDTERM VOTE

Would vote Repubican ] ]

AREA

TRUST IN TECHNOLOGY COMPANIES
] ]
] ]
] ]

Do not trust them at all

-15

+1

-25

-16

-25

-24

+
-
[=1]

-29

-48
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This is a uniquely American phenomenon at the moment

“Should your country build more or fewer data centers?”

B Build fewer (somewhat + many) W Build more (somewhat + many)

Sngapore o I

Source: Public First - Al Global - 2026

+58

+59

+58

+48

+38

+36

+24

+22

+22

+21

+20

+18

+7

+15

+2



And a new one - support has dropped dramatically since January, particularly among
Democrats

“Would you support or oppose the following being built in your local area (within 3
miles of where you live)?: A new data center”

B Strongly support [ Support [ Neither support nor oppose Don't know Oppose @ Strongly oppose
NET

Jenuary 2025 . e
Joruany 2026 . B e
Sy 2006 . . s
January 2026
January 2026
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Source: The POLITICO Poll by Public First, Jan 26 - July 26



Beliefs are shifting too - more Americans see data centers as resource drains

“Which of the following, as far as you are aware, are true or false?” (% saying true)

B January 2026 @ July 2026

CHANGE

43%

58%
Data centers are bad for the planet +17
(0p)
14
L
o

2026

Source: The POLITICO Poll by Public First, Jan 26 - July 26
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This resource concern is the top worry - up against functional and sovereignty benefits

“From what you know, what are the main benefits, and the main drawbacks, of

buil

ding data centers in the US?”

Benefits

Drawbacks

It powers the online services people use every day, like streaming, banking and email

N, 257

It helps American technology companies grow
I 26
It keeps American data stored in America
I, -
It creates jobs
. 23
It grows the US economy
I, 15

It helps the US stay ahead of China on Al
I G

There are no benefits

I 15

It is important for national security
I, -

It will make Al tools better for people like me
L REZ

It means more tax revenue for local services
I 2%

Dom’t know

I, 1

It brimgs investment into areas that have missed out
I

It puts land to use that has nothing else being done with it

I 5

It will mean higher electricity bills for households
I, :2°
It increases the risk of water shortages for households
I 32°
It uses up land that could be used for housing or farming
I, -

It creates noise and light pollution for people living nearby
I, 2

Local communities get no say over whether they are built

. 17
It lowers the value of homes nearby
I 16

It increases the risk of blackouts for households
I, 15

It speeds up Al, which will cost people their jobs
I, G-
Companies get big tax breaks while giving little back

I 1%

It creates very few permanent jobs for the size of the site
I 5

It gives American technology companies too much political power
I,

Don't know

I 12

There are no drawbacks

I
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The most popular policies for building are around costs, but a pause is popular too

“Imagine a political candidate running in your state made the following policy
announcement. Would you support or oppose this announcement?”

B Strongly support M Somewhat support @ Meither support nor oppose
Requiring data centers to pay the full cost of their own electricity and any
new power lines

Giving local residents a binding vote on whether a data center is built in their
local area

A temporary pause on new data center construction until there are rules on
power, water and bills

Minimum distance requirements between data centers and homes and
schools

Repealing the tax breaks the state currently offers data centers

Paying for training programs at community colleges in the trades data
centers need

Faster planning approval for data centers that agree to pay for their own
power and grid connection

A permanent ban on any new data centers in the state

Setting aside industrial sites with power and water already connected, ready
for data centers to build on

Requiring union workers to build data centers

Fast-fracking planning permission so data center projects are approved in
months rather than years

(Offering property tax discounts fo companies that build data centers in the
siate

Preventing counties and towns from blocking data centers, so the state
government decides

Don't kmow Somewhat oppose B Strongly oppose

+
(4]
|

| B e
D e
I Bl e
| -
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B B
1 Bl
B B
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| D B
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When the public is forced to choose, the focus is all on resources and costs

Which of these commitments from a data center developer would be most, and
least, important to you?

Guarantee local electricity bills won't rise, and cover any increase itself - R
Generate all its own power on site, taking nothing from the grid - e

Use cooling and power systems that need almost no water - RN

Give every local household a yearly credit off their electricity bill _ +11.7

Guarantee a fixed number of permanent jobs, paid above the local average wage

Pay to upgrade local roads, water mains and the fire department I -
Pay full property taxes, with no tax break from the county | R

Hire local workers to build it - +1.6

Fund new affordable homes in the area 0.3 |

Fund training at the local community college in the trades it needs <2 [

Fund science labs, equipment and teacher bonuses at local schools -8.9

Accept a legally binding, independently monitored noise limit

Promise to pay to demolish the site and restore the land if it closes -13.2
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Set the buildings back from homes and screen them behind trees -16.2

2026

Fund a new park and sports fields -18.7




Particularly for those inclined to oppose a data center - resources matter the most

“Which of these commitments from a data center developer would be most, and
least, important to you?”

B Support a data center in their community B Oppose a data center in their community

R | +07
) i ]
Generate all its own power on site _ +24.9 Fund new affordable homes in the area 42 -
o . I 2 Fund science labs and teacher bonuses at local -2.4
Guarantee local electricity bills won't rise .
) +8.6 Fund community college training in the trades it -3.6
Use cooling systems that need almost no water -_ +20.3 needs ty colleg 9 141 _-
&, =1&.9

+7.5 -10.0
Give every household a yearly bill credit -_ +15.0 Accept a binding, monitored noise limit 13.4 =

Pay full property taxes, no tax break ) Pay to demolish and restore the land if it closes
Y falproperty taxes . s v 14 [
&
+6.1 Set the buildings back and screen them behind -14.4 _
Y Pay to upgrade roads, water mains, fire department - 9
e . s trees 10 [
L
©)
= rantee permanent local av I 15 141 I
= Guarantee permanent jobs above local average Fund a new park and sports fields
)
* . - o
Hire local workers to build it
25

2026
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And it shows in the sort of data centers they would choose to build - the critical factor is water usage, ahead of
permanent jobs

Two data center proposals were shown side by side, with the option to leave the
land undeveloped. How often was each feature chosen?

a5 1,000 hames

I8 4% A much 25 10,000 hames 24. 7% Almost no waly, Feums mana thae il ks
Water use & . & E ]
24.5% Almos! ro water at a

I7.4% As much as 5000 homes 28.5% 50 jats

27.5% 10 jobs 25.0% 300 jabs
Permanent jobs & & & & &

SET% 100 joibs

20 joiees 20.8% A LS daveloper you havent haand of
SE54% A locally-pwned company based in yvour siaile
Who is building it o » ® .
31784 hig LIS berh company you e hesed of
31.2% Wil book visually natiractive
2B.5%% A company Owned by forcign invesian
27.6% Wil raisa local air podution 22 6% Wil maka pownr outs morn By
‘What local opposition says & & & F—

SL1% Wl produci a constant oa ham
A AL WA hocye 0 e e o et B domand Talls
20.E% A e Placker plant i .I'\;-T.ri for

232.B% Hs own solar farm and baliery siorage on sha

Where its power comes from - - e -
3. 4% lis cwn gas power plant on sie
23.3% Mothing bayond what it & kgaly reguinad o do 21.1% Maw aflordabis hames in tha arsa
5. 9% Tha @il o el iy Jrid
HE% Sohool soianca labs and lBachar bOnUses F1.T% Community colage raining in S Iraces i els
What the company promises & F— Y 8

045 Hire local workars fa build it 81.2% Upgrada roads, walar mains, fre deparimant
8% 1\, nir 2k and sports Solds
S0.2% -500 construcion jobs
82.1% 3,000 consinuction jobs
Construction jobs -8 —8 ®
50.6% 1,500 corginiction jobs

10.0% —Z50 construchion joks
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US Democrats are a big part of the reason for America standing out

“Should your country build more or fewer data centers?”

® More supporfive party  ® Less supportive party O Nafional total

us

Japan

France

Mexico

UK

Nigeria

Germany

India

Canada

South Africa

Singapore

Brazil

Indonesia

Poland

Democrat -100

Source: Public First - Al Global - 2026

Republican +23

®
LDP +40
® O L]
DPFP +15
Ensemble +25
Ce L
Rass. National +18
Morena +22
® O ®
Mov. Ciudadano +12
Labouwr +39
o e L]
Reform UK +21
APC +TD
o O L]
ADC +32
SPD +33
LD L
AFD +18
EJP +54
o o ]
INC +
Liberal +30
oe [ ]
Conservative +20
ANC +43
L L]
DA
PAP +20
-0 L ]
WP +21
PL +48
o] L L
PT +43
Gerindra +53
o o
PDI-P +40
Fi5 +28
O de
PO +25

32

25

20

20

18

17

14

12

11

10



And increasingly are seen by their voters to own the “anti-data-center” narrative

“Which political party do you think would want to stop a data center being built in
my local area?”

B The Democratic Party [ Bothequally @ Neither of them Dontknow @ The Republican Party

Sy 2025 B I e
sy 202 B ]
oy 2028 B I -
January 2026

T o . N
January 2026

sy 2026 B /1
Jonuary 2026 B I 2
duy 2026 B I

+12

+13
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Source: The POLITICO Poll by Public First, Jan 26 - July 26



But crucially, this is not tracking straightforward “NIMBYism” alone - attitudes to Al are
critical

“To what extent would you support or oppose the following being built in the

= 7
United States?
B Strongly support [ Somewhat support B Neither support nor oppose Don't know Somewhat oppose M Strongly oppose
NET
Data centers being used for online banking, video streaming
s I e
and photo storage
Office space for an American tech company to establish a
— +5
0 new Al laboratory
o
L ) .
@
o

2026




Those who believe Al is bad for society are considerably more opposed to data centers

% who oppose each being built in their community

B Anew data center W Other local development (average of nine)

Believe Al will make society worse AND infrastructure nearby hasa [ MR, 7> | ..
Believe Al will make society worse _ 20, +41
_ 61%
Agree “l don't want new development in my area” +26
Say government should respect residents’ wishes even if it slows 57% +29
infrastructure
54%
Agree “l have no control over what gets built in my area” +27
|_
n
o
z I
) Say infrastructure built near them has a negative impact on them D5, +26
- I
m
o
o
I
All adults +23

23%

©
AN
(@)
(Q\]
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Though there are generally pessimists, the gap is far wider for data centers

Would you support or oppose the following being built in your community?

B Says Al will not make society worse B Says Al will make society worse

A new data center

A new power plant or other electric infrastructure

A new office complex

A new warehouse for preparing deliveries

A new shopping mall

A new road or highway

A new train station

A new wind farm

Mew housing (e.g. apariments, single-family homes)

A new solar farm

'
(¥

+
(2]

+
-
-

+25

+35

+30

+|
"y
n
e
A

+I
.
]
==

+31

+
-
(=]

+51

+35

+32

+17
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And this sentiment is growing year on year - data center support may fall apart just on
Al attitudes

“Do you think Al will make better, make worse, or have no impact for...”

2024 W 2025 W 2026

+15

+12
+10
+8
+6
+5

+2

You Your Most people The Society Next
personally career you know economy generation

Source: Public First - Al Global - 2026



